
 

PARSHAT SHOFTIM 

 

LUBAVITCH AVENTURA SOUTH  
 

 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

A Catholic priest, a 

Protestant minister, and a 

Rabbi are discussing what 

they would like people to 

say about them after they 

die and when their bodies 

are on display in open cas-

kets.  

Priest: I would like some-

one to say, "He was a right-

eous man, an honest man, 

and very generous."  

Minister: I would like 

someone to say, "He was 

very kind and fair, and he 

was very good to his pa-

rishioners."'  

Rabbi: I would want some-

one to say "OH LOOK! 

HE'S MOVING!"  
 

 

 

 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

TIMES AVENTURA  

 
Friday, August 17 

Light Candles at 7:37 p.m. 

 

Saturday, August 18 

 Shabbat Ends at 8:29 p.m. 

 

READINGS 

Parshat  Shoftim 

Pirkei Avot Chapter 6 

 

 

 
  

THE TORAH PORTION IN A NUTSHELL 

Many  commandments  are  introduced  in  Shoftim. Appointing  judges,  the  obligation  to  

follow  Rabbinic  Law  and  the  words  of  the  prophets,  the  obligations  of  a  king,  the  pun-

ishment  for  perjury,  laws  of  war,  and  the  procedure  for  dealing  with  unsolved  murders.     

 

The Human Tree 

 

The tree's primary components are: the roots, which anchor it to the ground and supply it with 

water and other nutrients; the trunk, branches and leaves which comprise its body; and 

the fruit which contain the seeds by which the tree reproduces itself. 

The spiritual life of man also includes roots, a body, and fruit. The roots represent faith, our 

source of nurture and perseverance. The trunk, branches and leaves are the body of our spiritu-

al lives — our intellectual, emotional and practical achievements. The fruit is our power of spir-

itual procreation — the power to influence others, to plant a seed in a fellow human being and 

see it sprout, grow and bear fruit. 

 

Roots and Body 

 

The roots are the least glamorous of the trees parts, and the most crucial. Buried underground, 

virtually invisible, they possess neither the majesty of the tree's body, the colorfulness of its 

leaves nor the tastiness of its fruit. But without roots, a tree cannot survive. 

Furthermore, the roots must keep pace with the body: if the trunk and leaves of a tree grow and 

spread without a proportional increase in its roots, the tree will collapse under its own weight. 

On the other hand, a profusion of roots makes for a healthier, stronger tree, even if it has a mea-

ger trunk and few branches, leaves and fruit. And if the roots are sound, the tree will rejuvenate 

itself if its body is damaged or its branches cut off. 

Faith is the least glamorous of our spiritual faculties. Characterized by a simple conviction and 

commitment to one's Source, it lacks the sophistication of the intellect, the vivid color of the 

emotions, or the sense of satisfaction that comes from deed. And faith is buried underground, 

its true extent concealed from others and even from ourselves. 

Yet our faith, our supra-rational commitment to G-d, is the foundation of our entire tree. From 

it stems the trunk of our understanding, from which branch out our feelings, motivations and 

deeds. And while the body of the tree also provides some of its spiritual nurture, the bulk of 

our spiritual sustenance derives from its roots, from our faith in and commitment to our Crea-

tor. 

A soul might grow a majestic trunk, numerous and wide-spreading branches, beautiful leaves 

and lush fruit. But these must be equaled, indeed surpassed, by its roots. Above the surface, 

there might be much wisdom, profundity of feeling, abundant experience, copious achievement 

and many disciples; but if these are not grounded and vitalized by an even greater faith and 

commitment, it is a tree without foundation, a tree doomed to collapse under its own weight. 

On the other hand, a life might be blessed with only sparse knowledge, meager feeling and 



 

  experience, scant achievement and little fruit. But if its roots are extensive and deep, it is a healthy 

tree: a tree fully in possession of what it does have; a tree with the capacity to recover from the 

setbacks of life; a tree with the potential to eventually grow and develop into a loftier, more beau-

tiful and fruitful tree. 

 

Fruit and Seed 

 

The tree desires to reproduce, to spread its seeds far and wide so that they take root in diverse 

and distant places. But the tree's reach is limited to the extent of its own branches. It must there-

fore seek out other, more mobile couriers to transport its seeds. 

So the tree produces fruit, in which its seeds are enveloped by tasty, colorful, sweet-smelling fi-

bers and juices. The seeds themselves would not rouse the interest of animals and men; but with 

their attractive packaging, they have no shortage of customers who, after consuming the external 

fruit, deposit the seeds in those diverse and distant places where the tree wants to plant its seeds. 

When we communicate with others, we employ many devices to make our message attractive. We 

buttress it with intellectual sophistication, steep it in emotional sauce, dress it in colorful words 

and images. But we should bear in mind that this is only the packaging — the fruit that contains 

the seed. The seed itself is essentially tasteless — the only way that we can truly impact others is 

by conveying our own simple faith in what we are telling them, our own simple commitment to 

what we are espousing. 

If the seed is there, our message will take root in their minds and hearts, and our own vision will 

be grafted into theirs. But if there is no seed, there will be no progeny to our effort, however tasty 

our fruit might be. 

 
Everything You Wanted to Know About… 

The word Elul 

 

The word Elul (אלול ) is an acronym for a number of four-word phrases from the Scriptures, 

which relate to the different services demanded by this critical preparatory month.  

 In this verse (Exodus 21:13), G-d assures that He will establish cities of ךל שמתיו ידול נהא  •

refuge for the unintentional murderer. On a deeper level, this is a reference to Torah Study, 

because “the words of Torah are a refuge” from the evil inclination.  

 This verse, “I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine” (Song of Songs — יל דודיו דודיל ניא •

6:3), is related to Prayer, through which we express our relationship with Hashem.  

 This verse from the Book of Esther (9:22),  instructing us to send — אביוניםל מתנותו רעהול ישא •

food portions to our fellows and gifts to the poor, is a clear reference to Acts of Kindness. 

 The “circumcision of the heart” (Deuteronomy 30:6), is an allusion to — בבל אתו בבךל תא •

Repentance, which removes the “foreskin,” the coarseness and spiritual insensitivity which 

prevents us from having a meaningful relationship with G-d. 

 And they said, I will sing to G-d” (Exodus 15:1). Concentrating on“ — אמרל יאמרוו ה'ל שירהא •

the aforementioned areas will certainly lead to the Redemption, when we will sing to G-d a 

new song of praise. 
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MINYAN SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

Mincha: 7:00p.m. 

Ma’ariv: Kabbalat Shabbat 30 

minutes after Mincha. 

SHABBAT  

Shacharit: 10:00 a.m.  

Torah Reading: 10:45 a.m.  

Kiddush: 12:00 p.m.  

Mincha: 7:37 p.m. followed by 

Ma’ariv (on time). 

 

SUNDAY   

Shacharit 9:00 a.m. followed by 

Talmud class & Breakfast .  

MONDAY-FRIDAY  

Shacharit: 8:15 a.m.  

Mincha: 7:00 

 followed by Ma’ariv. 

 

ONGOING CLASSES 

SUNDAY-FRIDAY   

Tanya class for men and women 

after prayers. 

MONDAY  

5:00-5:45 p.m. Hebrew reading.  

TUESDAY  

9:30 a.m. Breakfast n Learn for 

young women at Fresko  

restaurant. (Please call Raizel 

(786) 515-5729). 

1:30-3:30 p.m. Jewish Retiree Club 

4:45-6:00 p.m. Machon. 

WEDNESDAY  

8:00-9:00 p.m. Class followed by 

dinner for men and women.   

THURSDAY 

Loaves Of Love. Volunteer and 

make Challah for those in need.   

SHABBAT  

9:00 a.m. Chassidus.  

 

 


